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The Biſhop of Salisbury's Speech 
In the Houſe of Lords, &c. 


HE Council for the Priſoner did fo plainly and 
fully yield all that any Loyal Subject has ever 
| pretended to, that in Caſes of extream Neceſſity, 
Self. defence and Reſiſtance were Lawful, and that 
this was the Caſe at the Revolution; that it may nor be ne- 
ceſſary to ſay any thing further on this Head, if ir had not 
been that the Evidence they brought ſeemed to carry this Mat- 


ter much further, and that the Priſoner himſelf allow d of no 


EBxteption, in Caſes of Neceſſity. And fince it is grown 
to be a vulgar Opinion, That by the Doctrine of the Church 


ol England, all Reſiſtance in any Cale whatſoever, with- 


out Exception, is Condemn'd ; I think it is incumbent on me, 
who have Examin'd this Matter long and carefully, to give 


you ſuch a clear Account of this Point, as may as fully ſa- 


risfie you as it did my ſe, | 
I 1 ſerved in the Revolution, and promoted it all I could. 
I ſerved as Chaplain to the Late King: I had no Command, 


and carried no Arms, bur I was ſo far engagd in it, that 


if I could ſee that I had gone out of the Way in that (and 
the many Up and Downs we have gone thro' ſince, has given 


much Occaſion to reflect on that Tranſaction) I ſhould hold 


my ſelf unworthy to appear longer, either in this Habit, or 
min this Great Aſſembly: But ſhould think my ſelf denn to 


paſs away the reſt of my Life in Retirement or Sorrow. There 
s nothing more certain in Religion, than that we ought to 


repent of every Sin we have committed; and that we cannot 


truly repent, unleſs we repair and reſtore as far as it is in 


I go now to give you the Account of the Doctrine of our 


| Church in this Particular. In the Times of Popery it was 


2 Tener, built upon Biſhops ſetting the Crown on the Heads 
of Princes, and Ancinting them, that they held their Crowns 


of the Church, and at che Pope's Mercy; who had for about 


/ Zoo Years got into the Claim of depoſing them, and giving 
their Dominions ro others, in caſe they were Hereticks, or 
the Favourers of them. Bur the Reformation being in irs firſt 
- beginning, protected by the Princes of Germany, by the Kings 
of the North, and then by the Kings of England; they came 
every where in Oppoſition to to the Papal Notions, to ſay 
that Kinps had their Power from God: Not that they meant, 
chat they had any Diſtitet Authority beſides the Law of the 
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Land derived to them from God; but by that the Laws of 
God, the Authority of the Law -of the Land, was ſecured: to 
them. For when a different Authority from that of the Law 


. 
1 ; 


came to be pretended to, and to be grounded on theſe ge- 


neral Expreſſions, that received here a Parliamentary Cen- 
ſure, and it was then declared that the Laws of Religion in 
the Scripture did only eftabliſh the ſeveral Conſtitutions and 
Governments that were in the different Parts of the World. 
The Occaſion that rhe Apoſtles had to write what we find 
in their Epiſtles, with relation to Government, was this; The 
Jews had a Notion among them from a Paſſage in Deutero no- 
my, that they were only to ſer a King over them, One from 
among their Brethren, and not a Stranger. From Whence it is, 
That to this Day they do not think they are bound in Con- 
ſcience ro Obey any Magiſtrate, who is not one of their Na- 


tion. Now the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity being Jews, the 


Apoſtles took care that they ſhonld nor bring this dangerous 
Notion with them into the Chriſtian Religion: Bur they did 


not meddle to determine where this Authority was Iodg'd, 


that was to be gather'd out of the ſeveral Conſtitutions: They 
did not determine how much was due to the Emperor, and 
how much to the Senate: And rho' nor long after thoſe Epi- 
ſtles were wrir, the Senate condemned Nero to dye More Ma- 
jorum, to be whipr io Death; none of the Chriſtians inter- 
poſed in that Matter. He prevented that infamous Death by 
his own Hands: And the Primitive Chriſtians reckon'd it one 
of the Articles of the Glory of their Religion, that their firſt 
Perſecutor came to ſuch an End. | | 0 

Not long after that Trojan was fam'd for that memorable 
Expreſſion, when he deliver'd the Sword to the Governours 
of the Provinces, as the Emblem of their Authority, he us'd 
theſe Words, Pro me, ſi merear in me; For me, but if I deſerve 


it, againſt me. Thar did not weaken his Authority: His 


good Government with that of his Succeflors for above 80 
Years, being rhe greateſt and happieſt time the Romans, had 
under their Emperors. This Word was put on King Fames the 


Firſt's Coin in Scot and: It is true, that was during his Mi- 


nority; but when he afterwads changed his Motto, the Coin 


was not call'd in, but continu'd Current till the Union, 


The Primitive Chriſtians had no Laus in their Favour, bur 
many againſt them: So their patient ſuffer ng ſo many Perſe- 
cutions according to the Laws of the Empire, under which 
they liv'd, was conform to the Doctrine laid down by the 
Apoſtles. When they came afterwards to have the Protecti- 


on of Laws, they claim'd the Benefit of them, not without 


great Violence, when they thought an Infraction was made 
en thoſe Laws: Which broke out into great Tumults, in 
ä 8 1 many 
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_ themlſelves'into a free Government, under the Family of the 


Preſcription they were Subjects to the Kings of Syria. It 


tion d in the Epiſtle ro the Hebrews, as the Work and Effect 


what uſe was made of theſe Books, not only by private Wri- 


©. Y 
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many of the chief Cities of the Empire, not excepring the Im- ver 


perial City ir ſelf, pie 


But to proceed with the Hiſtory of our Church: When the rel 


- Articles of Religion were ſettled, the Books of the Apocrypha la 
were indeed declar'd nor to be a part of the Canon of the 40 


Scripture, but yet ro be uſeful for the Example of Life, and . 
the Inſtruction of Manners. A great part o theſe are rhe _ 
Books of the Maccabees, which contain the Hiſtory of the q ¹¹ 
Tews ſhaking off the Yoke of the Kings of Hria, when they , W 
werte broke in upon by a total Overthrow of their whole h 
Law, and an unrelenting Perſecution. Mattat hias a private A! 
Prieft began the Reſiſtance, which was carried on by his 
Children, till they ſhook off rhe Syrian : Yoke, and formed 


Maccabees, It were eaſie to ſhew that the Jews had been for 
above 400 Years ſubject, firſt ro the Babylonian, then to the 
Perſian, and at laſt to the Grecian Empire: So that by a long 


were eaſie alſo to ſhew that this Reſiſtance was forerold by 
Daniel, in Terms of high Commendation, and is alſo men- 


of their Faith. If then all Reſiſtance to illegal and barbarous 
Perſecution, is unlawful ; theſe Books contain nothing but a 
Hiſtory of a Rebellion, and all the Devotion that runs through 
them, is but a Cant, and inſtead of reading them as Examples 
of Life, and Inſtruction of Manners, we ought to tear them 
out of our Bibles with Deteſtation. I ſhall afterwards ſhew 
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rers of our Church, bur by what the whole Body in Convo- - 


r 


cation was about to determine. | | 


: gainſt Wilful Rebellion, is generally belie ved to have been 


compos d by Biſhop Fewell, who was by much the beſt Wri- 
ter in that time. It is certain, he underſtood the meaning of 
them well: Now I will read you two Paſſages out of his De- 
fence of his Apology for the Church of England; ſrom whence 
we may clearly gather what his Notion of Rebellion was, and 
that he thought a Defence againſt unjuſt and illegal Violence 
was not Rebellion. In one place he has theſe Words 

The Nobles of Scotland neither drew the Sword, nor attemp- 
ted War againſt the Prince: They ſought only the Continuance 
of God's undoubted Truths, and the Defence of their own Lives 


againſt your berbarous and cruel Invaſions: They remember d, be- 


fides all other Warnings, your late Dealings at Vaſſy, where great 
Numbers of their Brethren were murder d, being together at their 


Prayers in the Church, holding up their Innocent Hands to Hea- 


ven, 
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m- From; and calling upon God. 
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In another place he writes, Nei- 


ther do any of all theſe (Luther Melanchthon) teach the People to 
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the rebel againſt their Prince But only to defend themſelves by all 
lawful Means againſt Oppreſſions, as did David againſt Saul, ſo 
the do the Nobles in France at this Day, the, ſeek noe to kill, but 


and to ſave their own Lives. 


Theſe Paſſages thew that he looked on Rehellion to be a 


violent Riſing againſt a Prince executing the Laws, which 
vas the Cale of the Three Rebellions in Exgland that they 
had in view: That in K. Henry the VIIIth's, in K. Edward's, 
and in Q. Elizabeth's Time, where the Papiſts took Arms a- 
gainſt their Prince, who was executing Laws made in Mat- 
ters of Religion, and that with a great Gentleneſs. 


Of che 


the Eleven Paſſages quoted by the Priſoner out of the Homilies, 


— 


Five plainly relate only to the Coercing the Perſon of the 
Prince, in which David is ſet in Oppoſition to thoſe Rebels 
now, tho' he indeed defended himſelf, yer he had a juſt and 
It ſacred Tenderneſs to the Perſon of Sau, when he had him 
in his Power, which is certainly Sacred by our Conſtitution. 
Five of them relate to Wicked Princes. 
tended by any who pleaded for Neceſſary Defence, that the 
bad Life of a Prince can be a juſt Cauſe of Reſiſtance: 1 
that was then pretended; for K. Henry VIII. had given too 
much occaſion to reckon him a Wicked Prince. So there is 
only one of all the Paſſages quoted from thoſe Homilies, that 
relates ſimply to Rebellion in general: And it has appear 'd 
what Biſhop Jewell Senſe of the Matter was. 6 
a Prayer at the end of every Diviſion of the Homily againſt 
 Wilful Rebellion, (and by the by Milful was not put in the 
Title ſor nothing) for thoſe oppreſſed by Tyranny in other 
Parts, that they might be relieved, and that thoſe who 
were in fear of their Cruelty mighted be comforted. | 
Let us next look thro' Q. Elizabeth's Long and Glorious 
Reign, and ſee what was the conſtant Maxim of that time. 


The Year after the Queen came to the Crown, the War in 


> Scetl ind broke our between the Queen Regent that Govern'd 
by Commiſſion, from her Daughter then Queen of France, 
and the Lords in Scotland. She, to obtain the Matrimonial 
Crovyn to be ſent to Frances the IId. gave Aſſurances for the 
Exerciſe of the Reformed Religion; but chat Point being 
gain d, ſhe broke all her Promiſes, and reſolved to force them 
to return to the Exerciſes of the Popiſh Religion: Upon which 
the Lords of Scotland formed themſelves into a Body, and 
were called the Lords of the Congregation. Forces were ſent 
from France to aſſiſt the Queen Regent; upon that Q, Elizabeth 
entred into an Agreement with the Scotiſh Lords, and ſent 
zu Army to their Affifiance, which continued in«Scorland till 


all 
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It was never pre- 


There is alſo 


Comet a 
all Matters were ſettled by the Pacification of Leith: And in 
a Manifeſto, that I have in my Hands, fer forth 25 Years af- 
ter that, I find Her reflecting on that Interpoſition in the Af- 
fairs of that Nation with great Satisfaction. ; 

The Year after this War was ended, upon Frances the IId's 
Death, Charles rhe IXth, who was a Child, ſucceeded in France, 
Edicts were granted in favour of the Proteſtants: Theſe were 
ſoon after broken by the Triumvirat, and upon that follow d 
a Series of Wars often pacified, but always breaking out a- 


gain, by reaſon of the Violence and Cruelty of the Govern- 


ment. All theſe Wars, till Henry the IVth was ſettled on the 
Throne, were in a Courſe of 28 Years, that which ſome 
would call Rebellion, being carried on againſt two ſucceeding 


Kings. Vet the Queen was in all that time ſtill aſſiſting them | 


with Men and Money. | 

In the Year 1568. the Provinces in the Netherlands threw 
off the Spaniſh Yoke, that was become intollerably ſevere and 
cruel, The Queen for ſome Years affifted them more co- 
vertly, but when the Prince of Orange was kill'd, and they 


were in danger to be over; run, ſhe took them more openly 


into her Protection; and by the Manifeſto which I have in 
my Hands, She publiſhed the Grounds upon which She pro- 
ceeded. She laid down this for a Foundation, Thar there had 
been an Ancient League not only between the Crown of Eng- 


land, and the Princes of the - Netherlands, bur between the 


Subjects of both Countries, under their Seals interchangeably, 


for all Friendly Offices. If this was a' good Reaſon for the 
Queen's giving Aid to the Oppreſſed People of the Netherlands, 


then if rhe Caſe had been reverſed, that the People of England 


had been illegally and cruelly oppreſſed, it furniſhed the Prin- 
ces of thoſe Provinces with as. good a Reaſon for aſſiſting 
them. In this Aſſiſtance given the States, the Queen perſiſt- 


ed till the End of Her Reign; nor was this only done by the 
Court, but both Parliaments and Convocations granted Her 


ſeveral Aids to maintain theſe Wars: And in the Preambles 


of thoſe Subfidy Acts, the Queen's Proceedings in thoſe Parti- 


culars were highly approv'd and magnify'd. Bilſon Biſhop 


of Wincheſter, and ſeveral other Writers in that time, juſtified 
what ſhe did; and not one that I ever heard of cenſured or 
condemned it. . N 8 


Upon King Fames's coming to the Crown, the firſt great 


egociation was for a Peace between Spain and the United 


Provinces ; which laſted ſeveral Vears. The States inſiſted 


on a Preliminary, That they ſhould be Acknowledged Free, 
Sovereign, and Independent States; the Spaniards would 
not yield to this, nor would the States recede from ir. Some 
here in England began to ſay, They were Form'd in Re- 
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bellion, and ought not to carry their Pretenſions too fat: 
* Upon that, King James ſufferd a Convocation to meet; 
and a Book of Canons, with relation ta the Supream Au- 
thority, was prepar d; in which, tho the Authority of the 
Prince, even when he becomes a Tyrant, is carried very far; 
yet the Caſe of the Maccabees is Stated; and, it was deter- 
mined, That when a new Government, tho begun in a 
Revolt, is come to a thorow Settlement, it may be owned 
as Lawful. King Fames, who was jealous enough of the 

- _ Regal Authority, yet did not like their carrying theſe Mat- 
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le ters ſo far: He orderd the whole Matter to be let fall fo 
e $ entirely, that there is nor a Word of it in the Books-of Con- 
g © vocation: Bur Archbiſhop Sancroft found this Collection of 

| f Canons at Durham, under Dr. Overalls Hand, which he 


Copied out, and Licenſed the Book a few Days before he 
W fell under his Suſpenſion. I ſoon ſaw that it had a Relation 
d to the Affairs in Holland: For the Dutch delighted to compare 
)- their firſt Beginnings to that of the Fews in Antiochus's 
y time: They compared King Philip to Antiochus Epiphanes, 
7 and the Prince of Orange to Judas Maccabæus. But I ſaw 
n much clearer into the Matter by an Original Letter of King 
James, which a worghy Gentleman ſent me. I knew his 
1 Fand well, the Letter is in Print; but I will read ſome 
particulars out of ir. It is Directed to Dr. Abbot, afterwards 
> © Archbiſhop of Canterbury. It begun with Cenſuring ſome 
Pioſitions concerning a King in Poſſeſſion, the ſame with 
Nia out Modern Term of a King de facto: He goes on in theſe 
„ Words, My Reaſon of calling you together, was to give your 
Bt Fudgments, how far a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant King, may 
| concur to Aſſiſt his Neighbours-to ſhake off their Obedience to their 
own Sovereign, upon the Account of Oppreſſion, Tyranny, or what 
elſe you like to name it. Tn the late Queen 5 Time, this Kingdom | 
was very free in Aſſiſting the Hollanders both with Arms and 
Advice; ond none of your Coat ever told me, that any fcrupled 
about it in her Reign. Upon my coming to England, you may 
know, it came from ſome of your ſelves to raiſe ſcruples about this 
Matter ; yet I never took any notice of theſe ſeruples, till the Affairs 
Spain and Holland forced me to it. I call'd my Clergy toge- 
| ther, to ſatuſie not ſo much me, as the World about us, of the 
Fuſineſs of my owning the Hollanders at this time. Thx I 
needed not to have done, and you have forced me to ſay, 1 wiſh I 
had not. He reflects on thoſe, who had a great Averſion to 
the Notion of God's being the Author of Siv, which plainly 
Points at Dr. Overa l, who was the firſt Man of Note among 
us, that Oppoſed the Calviniſts Doctrine of Predeftinarion ; 
yet he ſays, They had gone tothe Threſhold of it, by ſaying, That 
even Bran un mas God's Authority, and ſhouts be Reverenced a 
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defend it ſelf from Violence. Secondly, That of Nations, whech 


'Fames's Thoughts of this Matter, which was then the chief 
Subject of Diſcourſe all Europe over. He had Twelve Years 
before this, ſhewed on an Eminent Occaſion, that he owned 
the States, when he Invited them in the Year 1593+ to Chri- 
{ten his Eldeſt Son, Prince Henry, They were ſenfible of rhe 
great Honour done them by it; and rho, they were then but 
Low, they ſent. an Embaſſy, with a noble Preſent of Gold 
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Juch. He concludes, Theſe were edg d Tools, and that therefore hug 
they were to let them reſt, Here is a full Account of King 


Plate, to Aſſiſt on that Occaſion. This Negociation ſtuck rat 


for ſeveral Years, the Spaniards refuſing to own them in ex- 


preſs Words: The Temper found was, they were treated ov 
with (zamquam) as with Free States; and the Matter went Ag 


no further at that time, than a Truce for ſome Years, which 
was Concluded in' the Year 1609, This lets us ſee, Thar 
the Words in King Fames's Speech that Year to his Parlia- 
ment, were not chance Words that fell careleſly from him, A 
King leaves to be a King, and degenerates into a Tyrant, as ſoon 
4 he leaves off to Govern by Law: In which caſe the King's 
Conſcience may ſpeak to him, as the poor Woman to Philip of 
Macedon, Either Govern by Law, or ceaſe to be a King. 
There is another eminent Inſtance towards the End of that 
Reign, that ſnews what the Senſe of our beſt Divines was 
in this Matter: When the Archbiſhop of Tork's Son and Mr. 
Wadſworth had changed their Religion in Spain, Wadſworth 
writ over a bold Defence of that ; and among other Things, 
Charged the Reformation with Rebellion. This was An- 
ſwer'd by one of the beſt Books of that Time, writ by Dr, 
Bedell, Dedicated to the Prince of Wales, who afterwards 
Promoted him to a Biſnopricx. His Words on this Head are 
full: I will read ſome of them. Do you think Subjects are bound 
to give their Throats to be cut by their Fellow ſuljects, or to their 
Prince, at their mere Wills, againſt their o] Laws and Edids? 
You would know quo jure the Proteſlants Wars in France and 
Holland, are juſtified, Firſt, The Law of Nature, which not 
only alloweth, but inclineth and inforceth every living Thing to 


permitteth thoſe who are in the Protection of others, to whem 
they owe no more than an honourable Acknowledgment, in caſe 
they go about to make themſelves abſolute Sovereigns, and to 
uſurp their Liberty, to Reſiſt and Stand for the ſame, And if a 
 Lawful Prince, who u not yet Lord of his Subjects Lives and 
Goods, ſhall attempt to deſpoil them of the fame, under colour of 
reducing them to hy own Religion, after all humble Remon- 
 #tr:nces, they may ſtand upon their own guard, and being aſſailed, 
reſiſt Force with Force, as did the Maccabees under Antiochus. 
In which caſe notwithſtanding, the Perſan of the Prince himſelf 
« | canal | on? b 
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fore 4 ught always to be Sacred and Inviolable, as was Saul to David. 
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S - Doctrine of this Church. 


No Commentary is wanted here, | 

M Lords, You ſee how this M atter ſtocd durirg King 
7 James's' Reign. In the firſt Year of King Chess Reign, 
Grotiuss Book de Fure Belli & Pac, was Publiſh « at Pari, 
Dedicated to the King of France, while France was under 


the Adminiſtration of the wiſeſt and moſt jealous Miniſter of 
the laſt Age, Cardinal Richelieu. In that Book, in which he 
aſſerts the Rights of Princes with great Zeal, yet he enume- 
rates many Caſes, in which it is Lawful to Reſiſt, particularly 
that of a total Subverſion: And that Book is now all Europe 
cover in the higheſt Reputation of any Book that the Modern 
Ages have produced, In the Beginning of King Charles's 
2 Reign, a War broke out in France, againſt the Proteſtants ; 


upon which he ſent over Ambaſſadors, by whoſe Mediation 
a Peace was Concluded; bur that being ill kept, the War 
broke our again; and the King rhought himſelf Bound by 
his Mediation ro Protect the Proteſtants, So in the Second 
Seſſion of the Parliament 1628. In the Demand of a Supply 
that: the Lord Keeper Coventry made in the King's Name, 
theſe Words are to be found, France x ſwayd by the Popiſh 
Faction; and tho by bis Majeſties Mediation, there were Articles 
of Agreement between that King and hu Subjects, that Treaty 
hath been broke, and theſe of the Reformed Religion will be ruined 
without preſent Help. Upon this the Commons petitioned the 
King for a Faſt, and deſired the Concurrence of the Lords, 
who join'd with them in ir. The King granted ir, and an 
Office was Compos'd ſuitable ro the Occaſion ; in which 
among other Devotions, the Nation was directed to pray for 
all thoſe, who here or elſe- where were fighting God's Battels and 
Defending his Altars. Thus the whole Body of the Legifla- 
ture did concur for a Faſt for that, which if this Doctrine is 
true, was no better than Rebellion; and yet the whole Na- 
tion, Clergy and Laity were requird to Pray for Succeſs 
in it. 0 e 
But to compleat this View of the Doctrine of our Church, 
it is to be confider'd, That when a Year before rhis, while 
the Lgan or Benevolence were carried on, ſome officious 
Divines made uſe of thoſe Expreſſions of Kings having their 
Power from God, as importing an Authority of a Nature 
Superior to the Laws of the Land. One of theſe, Dr Man- 
waring, was Impeached, and had a ſevere Sentence paſſed on 
him for ir, So I have now made it out, beyond J hope the 
poſſibility of Contradicton, that for 70 Years together, from 
1558, ro 1628, the Lawfalneſs of Self-defence in the Caſe 
of Illegal and Violent Cruelty, was the Publick and Conſtant 
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noble Account given by the Earl of Clarendon, | 
No Body dreamt of a War, nor had they any Principles 
leading to it. But there was an unhappy Train of Accidents 


—_ C 1850 — 


"Theſe were the beſt and happieſt times of our Church, as 


1s often repeated by the Earl of Clarendon: From theſe we 


ought to take the Standard of our Doctrine. 


I go next to ſne w what was the common Doctrine for the 


next 60 Years, from 1628, to 1688. I muſt yield up the firſt 
twelve Years : For upon the unhappy Miſunderſtanding be- 


tween the King and that Parliament, there was a long diſcon- 3 


tinuance of Parliaments, then the lately Condemned Doctrine 
was again in Vogue; and nothing was ſo much heard of, as 
the Law of Government that was from God, Antecedent to 
all human Laws: Out of this ſprung illegal Impriſonments, 


illegal Monapolies, ſevere Proceedings in the Star- Chamber, 


but above all, the Ship- Money. Theſe things put the Nation 
in an Univerſal diſ- jointing and feebleneſs. And when an 


unavoidable ncceſſity forced that King to call a Parliament, 


the fatal Effects of thoſe Councels broke our terribly. 1 


know many fancy, that the War is to be charged on the 


Principles of Self- defence: They are much miſtaken. I had 


occaſion to ſee a great way into the Secret of that time, when | 


I examin d the Papers relating to the two Dukes of Hamilton. 
Iknew a great deal more ſince from two Perſons of unque- 
ſtionable Integrity, who knew the Secrets of that time, the 


Lord Hollu, and Sit Harbottle Grimſtone; but all receiv d a 


full Confirmation, when I found it agreed perfectly with the 


that hindred Matters from being brought to a Settlement, 
even while the King was granting all they could defire. Sto- 
ries were carried by Perſons about both the King and Queen, 


of words let fall, that made them conclude, there were {till 


ill Deſigns on foot, againſt the Laws that were then paſſed, 
Bur that which brought all to a Criſis, was the Diſcovery of 
a Negociation, to engage the Army to Declare againſt the 
Parliament. Whoſoever compares the Depoſitions in 10 
worth, with the Account given of that Matter by the Earl of 
Clarendon, will ſee there is a great deal more in the one, 


chan the other is willing to believe; tho' he acknowledges 


they had both Goring's Evidence, and Piercys Letter with 


them. I will not take it upon me to determine, whether 
they believd too much, or the Earl of Clarendon too little. 
Ir is certain, they believed all that was in the Depoſitions, 


and a great deal more: For Goring being continued in the 

Government of Portſmouth, and his Father being advanced 

from being a Baron to be an Earl, and Pzercy's being made a 

Lord, and Maſter of the Horſe to the P. of Wales, made them 

conclude they had ſuppreſſed a great deal, inftead of ſaying 
2 


as | 
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more than was true. This ſtuck deep in their Hearts, and at 


C1) 


Haſt farally broke out in the Demand of the Militia, that 
brought on the War, which I do own was plainly a Rebellion, 


becauſe a Force was offer d to the King, not to defend them- 


R 
n 


i in the Houſe of Commons by Vaughan, afterward Lord 


ſelves from an unjuſt Invaſion, or illegal Grievances, but to 


extort a new Law from him. 


Thus the true Occaſion of the War, was a Jealouſie, that 
a Conduct of 15 Years had given too much ground for; and 


that was ſtill unhappily kept up, by a fatal Train of Errors in 
every ſtep that was made. The great Concuſſion that the 


War gave the Nation, and the barbarous Effuſion of ſo much 


Blood, eſpecially of the Royal Blood of that Bleſſed KING, 


had at laſt a happy, tho' a late Concluſion in the Reſtoration: 
And it's no wonder, if ſuch a Series of Tragical Events, begot 
a general Horror at the Occaſion of them. But then it was, 
that had it not been for the Firmneſs of the Earl of Clarendon 
to his Engliſh Principles, the Liberties of the Nation had 
been deliver'd up. „ 1 | 

It is to his Memory, that we owe our being a free People; 
for he with his two grear Friends, the Duke of Ormond, and 
the Earl of Southampton, check'd the forwardneſs of ſome 
who were deſirous to load the Crown with Prerogative and 


Revenue. He ſtopt all this, which being afterwards odiouſſy 


repreſented, brought on him that great and laſting, but ho- 


nourable Diſgrace. The Earl of Southampton, whole Death 
went a little before his Fall, and perhaps baſtned it the ſooner, 
ſaid to many about him, that he was a true Proteſtant, and 
an honeſt Ergliſh-man ; and that the Nation would feel the 
Effects of his being removed, whenſoever it might happen. 
That Lord, in the great Settlement after the Reſtoration, 
would carry things no farther, than to repe al what had been 
extorted by the Tumults; and in the matter of the Militia- 
Act, and the Oaths relating to it, all was more cantiouſly . 
worded, t han is commonly underſtood, To the Word Commzſ- 


ſion d by the King, ſome indeed moved, that the word Law-: 
fully might be added, to make all plain, This was preſs'd 


2 


Chief Juſtice of the Common-Pleas, The Attorney General, 
afterwards Lord Chancellor Nottingham, anſwer'd, Thar. 
was not neceflary ; for the word Commiſſion, imported it; 
ſince, if it was nor Lawfully iflued out, ro Lawful Perſons, 
and for a Lawful Reaſon, it was no Cemmiſſion; and the. 
whole Houle aſſented to this; yet in the Houle of Lords, the 
fame word Lawfully was preſſed to be added by the Earl of 
Southampton, who was anſwer d by the Earl of :4nz/e/ey to 
the ſame purpoſe, with what had been ſaid in the Houle of, 
Commons. 'He indeed inſiſted to have the wor added, 55 
Nr 7 caule 
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- cauſe it would clear all Difficulties with many, who not ha- 
_ . ving heard of the Senſe given in both Houſes, might fancy, 

that any ſort of Commiſſion being granted, it would not be 

Lauful to reſiſt ir. He did not prevail; for it was ſaid, That 
this Explanation being the Senſe of both Houſes, it would be 
ſoon ſpread and known over the Nation. In this Senſe, it is 
certain, that it is not Lawful to take Arms againſt any ſo 
Commiſſion d by the King; for that were to take Arms againſt 
the King's Commiſſion in the Execution of the Law, which is 
certainly a reſiſting the Ordinance of God, which whoſoever 
do, they ſhall receive to themſelves damnation, 


* : 


Ner-Refiſtance was preach'd and preſs'd with more than or- 


It was no wonder, if after ſuch a War, the Doctrine of 


dinary Warmth, and without any Exceptions; yer ſome ſtill 


kept theſe in view; ſo did both Dr. Falkner and my ſelf ; and 
I know many others had them always in their Thoughts, tho 
they did not think it neceſſary to mention them. 5 

1 found the ill effects, that the carrying this Matter ſo far, 


had on the Mind of that Unfortunate Prince, King James; 


for in the Year 1673, when he was pleas'd to admit me to 


much free Converſation with him, among many other things, 


J told him, it was impoſſible for him to Reign in quiet in 
this Nation, being of that Religion; he anſwerd me quick, 
Does not the Church of England maintain the Doctrine of 
Non-Reſiſtance and Paſſive Ovedience 2 I begg d of him not to 
depend on that; for there was a diſtinction in that matter, 


that would be found out when Men thought they needed it. 


1 now come to tell your Lordſhips, how right J judged. — 
It is true, they paſsd a very pompous Decree ar 
Oxford 1683. but you ſhall hear how long they ſtood to it. 


In Summer, 1686, the Prince of Orange was pleas'd to re- 


ceive me into his Service with a particular Confidence, Soon 
after the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion was ſet up, and upon ſome 
Procee dings before that Board, he was deſir d from England 
to break with King Fames upon thar Head, I oppoſed this, 
and ſaid, I was convinced, that Commiſſion was againſt Law, 


and would have ill effects, but it did nor ſtrike ar the whole. 


This was more warmly preſſed upon the Proceedings againſt 
Magdalene College. I ſtill ftood ro my ground; and told 
both Prince and Princeſs, That if a Breach ſhould follow on 
theſe Matters, I could not ſerve, When indeed the Declaration 
was publitid a ſecond time, with a Reſolution to have it 
carried through; and that many Laws were diſpenſed with 
at pleaſure; and Perſons who were under legal Diſabilities, 


were made Judges, Sheriffs and Magiſtrates; all whoſe 
Actings were ſo many Nullities: Then I thought here was 


a total Subyęrſian of our Copfſtirution ; which from, being 3 


3 


Legal 
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Legal one, was made precarious, ſubject to mere Will and 
Pleaſure. So I was ready to ſerve in the Revolution. 
„Some Days after we came to Exeter, Sir Edward Seymour 
came thither, and he preſently ſent for me: When I came 
to him, he asked me, Why were we a Rope of Sand, and 
had not an Aſſociation ? I ſaid, Becauſe we had nor yet 
a Man of his Weight to begin the Motion: He ſaid, If we. 
had not one by ro Morrow, he would leave us before 
Night. I prefently ſaw a Noble Duke now in my Eye, 
and acquainted him with this; He went to the Prince, who 
approving of it, an Aſſociation was prepar'd, and laid on 
the Table next Morning; and was after that Signed by all 1 
who came to wait on the Prince.) Three days after we left | 
Exeter, a Head of a College came to the Prince, to invite him | 
to come to Oxford, aſſuring him, that the Univerfity would 
declare for him. He went as near it as Abingdon, but then 
the ſudden Turn of Affairs at London obliging him ro haſt 
up, the Aſſociation was ſent thither, and was Signed by the 
Heads of the College, and many others there; ſome doing it 
in a particular Warmth of Expreſſion, and ſaying, That their 
Hearts, as well as their Hands went with it. Upon what 
Diſappointments or other Views, I cannot tell, this Contra- 
diction to their famed Decree, five Year after it was made; 
ſeem'd to take another Turn back to it again; and the No- 
tion of a King de facto, which is bur a ſofter Word for an 
Uſurper, came in Vogue.:. . 
The Parliament, to prevent the ill Effects of that, ſtudied 
to ſecure the Government, Firſt, by an Aſſociation, and then 1 
by an Abjuration. I, who was always againſt every thing | q 
that might break in upon Conſcience, was for making theſe 9 
only voluntary; but they were Enacted, and they were ge- 
nerally taken, A Noble Lord on the Earls Bench, procur d 3 
me the Sight of a Letter, that went about to perſuade the | 
raking the Abjuration, rhar he had from a place where he | 
believed ir had its Effect; where I found this Diſtinction, | 
That the Abjuring any Right whatſoever that the Pretender 
might claim, was only meant of a Legal Right, and that it 
had no Relation to Birth- Right, or to Divine Right. This a- 
greed, with a Report that went then current, That a Perſon, 
in a great Poſt, ſent a Meſſage to an Honourable Gentleman, 
who would nor take the Abjuration, that if he had an half | 
Hours Diſcourſe with him, he doubted not to be able to 
convince him, that he might take the Abjuration, without de- 5 
parting from any of his Principles. Towards the End of the 
laſt Reign. a bold Attempt was made on the King's Suprema- 
cy, by an Incendiary, whois ſuppoſed to have no ſmall Share 
in this Matter now before your Lordſhips: But the Attack op 
5 the 
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the Supremacy being liable to a Premunire, it was turn'd 
with much Malice, and manag'd with great Pre varication 
againſt the Biſhops, who adhered firmly to their Duty to the 

King. How great a Disjointing that has brought on this 
Church, is too _— rhe Nation over, and it rends to 
carry on the wicked Deſign of diſtracting the Church, and 

undermining the Government. 

Buy the time the Queen was on the Throne, or ſoon after 
the Rehearſal began to be ſpread over the Nation, three of them 

a Week, which continud for Seven Years together, to be 
Publiſh'd without Check or Gontroul ; It was all rhro' one 

Argument againſt the Queen's Right to the Crown; that, tho 
it was diverſified with Incidents and Digreſſions, was kept al- 

ways in View. The Clergy were in many Places drawn in- 
to Subſcriptions for this Paper, This look d like a Deſign 

long connivd at, to have the Queens Title undermin'd : 

Heſides this, we had a Swarm of Pamphlets every Year to 

the ſame Purpoſe, and, as was believed, writ by the ſame Hand. 

One ſold at the Door of the Houſe, with the Title of King 

Miliam's Exorbitant Grants, did plainly call him an Uſur- 

per; and ſtarting an Objection againſt the Queen's poſſeſſing 

the Throne, gave it this Anſwer, That ſne did well to keep 
it till ſhe could deliver it up to the Righteous Heir. At that 
time there was quick Proſecution of a Paper publiſh'd, with 
the Title of The Shorteſt Way with the Diſſenters; and upon 
that, I brought that Pamphlet to a great Miniſter, and offer d 
to ſhew him this Paſſage in it, ro ſee if there ſhould be a 


Proſecution of this Order d. He turned from me; fo whither 


he heard me or nor, I cannot tell: I am ſure, if he ſays he 
did nor, I will believe him. No Proſecution follow'd, and 
the Rehearſal went on. The Clergy in many Places, met ar 
a Coffee-Houſe on Saturdays, to Read the qr Te of rhe 
Week, which had very ill Effects in moſt Places, I know ir 
may be ſaid, Thar the Queen's Learned Council ought ro 
have look d after theſe things: Bur we all know, that they 
ſtay till they receive Orders from the Miniſtry. The Courſe 
of that Treaſonable Paper has been now for ſome time ſtopt, 
ſo we ſee chere is ſome Change in the Miniſtry. — | 
But to compleat the Inſolence of the Enemies of the Queen 
and of rhe Proteſtant Succeſſion; they had the Impudence 
to give it out, Thar the Queen ſecretly favour'd them: And 
as. this, we all know, has been long whiſper'd about among us, 
ſo it was more boldly given out in Scotland, which oblig d 
one of the Queen's Miniſters in that Parliament, in a Speech 
that was Printed, ro contradict this treaſonable and difnonou- 
rable Suggeſtion, that as ſome Beines would have it, chat 
there was in God a Secꝑęt, as well as a Reveal'd Will, and _ 
2 * S 
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theſe might be contraty to one another; ſo they would faſten 
an Imputation on the Queen, that while ſhe reveal d her Will 


one way, ſhe had a ſecret Will another way; which he ſo- 


lemnly affirmed to be falſe, and highly Injurious to the Queen. 
While the Pamphlers and theſe Reports were thus ſer a- 
bout, Mr. Hoadly thought that it became him to aſſert the 
Queen's Title, by juſtifying the Revolution, out of which it 
riſes, But what an Outcry was rais'd on this, that one durſt 
diſturb the Progreſs of a wicked Opinion, that was viſibly, 
deſign d to overturn the Government: And yer he aſſerted 
nothing, but what the Council for rhe Priſoner did all fully, 
and plainly own, That in the Caſes of extream Neceſſity, 
an Exception ro the Doctrine was ro be admitted, and rhar 
that was the Caſe at the Revolution. 
Bur as theſe Notions have been long let run among us; ſo 
they have appeared in a moſt violent and unguarded Manner, 
ever ſince the Attempt of the Pretender, and more of late, 
ſince the Preleminaries upon the Overtures for a Peace, ſeems 
to extinguiſh their Hopes. What Sermons on this Head are 
preach'd in this City, at Aſſizes, at Bath, and at many Cathe- 
drals. Furious Men fit themſelves with ſome hot Sermons, 


which they carry about from place to place, to poiſon the 8 


Nation. This his nor only the viſible Effect deſigned by ir, of 
ſhaking many in their Allegiance to the Queen, and in their 
adhering to the Proteſtant Succeſſion; but it has a curſed Effect 
on many others, on whom this their Deſign does not ſucceed. 
I am very ſenſible there is a great deal of Impiery and In- 
fidelity now ſpread thro the Nation: This gives every good 

Mind all poſſible Horror; but I muſt tell your Lordſhips, on 
what a great Part of it is founded; for ſince my Converſation 

with Wilmot, Earl of Rocheſter, I have had many Occaſions to 
diſcourſe with Perfons rainted with thoſe wicked Principles, 
and I dc affirm it, that the greateſt Prejudice rheſe Perfons 
have ar Religion, at the Clergy, and ar rhe Publick Worſhip 
of Ged, is this, that they ſay, They ſee Clergy-men rake Oaths, 
and uſe all Prayers, both Ordinary and Extraordinary. for the 
Government, and yet in their Actings and Diſcourſes, and of 
late in their Sermons, they ſhew viſibly that they look another 
way; from whence they conclude, They are a Mercenary Sort 

of People without Conſcience.  _ | 

I hope there are not many that are ſo corrupted and ſo ſcan- 
dalous: I am ſure I know a great many that are far otherwiſe, 
who Preach, Speak and Act as they Swear and Pray ; bur 
thoſe who act in another way, are Noiſie and Impudenr, and 
ſo bring an Imputation on the whole Body; and unleſs an ef- 
fectual Stop is put to this Diſtemper, it is not poſſible to fore- 
ſee all the ill Conſequences that may follow upon it. 3 
| 5 ave 
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I have, I am afraid, wearied your Lordſhips; but 1 
 rhought it was neceſſary, once for all, ro enlarge copiouſſy o | 
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this Argument: And now to come cloſe to the Article, and 
the Sermon, for I meddle not at all with thę Perſon of the Man; 
Whatever general Expreſſions might verywell have been uſed, 

in ſetting forth Paſſive Obedience and Non-Refiſtance before rhe 
Revolution, becauſe | odious Caſes ought not to be ſuppoſe d, | 
and therefore are not to be named; yer. fince Reſiſtance was 
uſed in the Rovolution, and that the late King invited all the 


Subjects to join with him, which was in them certainly Re- 


ſiſtance; and ſince the Lawfulnefs of the Revolution is ſo much 


- controverted, the condemning all Reſiſtance in ſuch crude and 


general Terms, is certainly a Condemning the Revolution: And 


this is further aggravated from thoſe Limitations on our 1 


dience; in an Act paſt ſoon after the Revolution, by which, in 


<> Caſe our Princes turn Papiſts, or marry Papiſts, the Subjects 


ate in expreſs Words, diſchargd from their Allegiance to 
them. Certainly this puts an End to the Notion of Non- Re- 
fiſtance in any Caſe, or on any Pretence whatſoever: For theſe 
Reaſons, I think the firſt Article of this Impeachment, is both 


by 


well grounded, and fully made our. 
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